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were solemnly introduced to the great Kikugoro in all his robes ;in<3
photographed with him. and later Otani, entirely unexpectedly bv
$3, entertained us at dinner in the theatre restaurant, together with
two of his co-directors, at a table decorated with Japanese and
American flags. I cannot imagine a newly arrived Ambassador in
Washington being entertained thus by a prominent theatre magnate,
but it appears to be quite the custom here, and in America there is
nothing that approaches or can be compared with the nationally
venerated classical acting and dancing or such nationally venerated
exponents as Utaemon and Kikugoro. These programmes include
a whole series of six separate plays and they run from 3 p.m. until
9 or 10, but we saw the best and most popular two of them, lasting
about two hours. I can readily see how they appeal to the public,
and even we, as initiates, went home thoroughly enthusiastic.
In reply to my telegram regarding the possible impending recogni-
tion of the Manchukuo regime, the Department to-day inquired
whether we could confirm or deny the press reports that the Diet
had passed the resolution favouring recognition. I replied that the
House of Representatives had passed the resolution but that there
was no indication that it was more than political ebullition or that
the Government had engineered it or would be guided by it. I added
the substance of an informal talk which Neville had had with Arita, in
which Arita had said that the Government would not act precipitately
and that Count Uchida, who would not take office until July as he
was returning to Manchuria to wind up some affairs with the railway,
would certainly not act hastily.
I do not think it would be wise for me myself to discuss this question
with the Foreign Office, at least at present. We ought not to acknow-
ledgfc officially that there is even a possibility of Japan's recognizing
Manchukuo, because such action would seem effectively to nullify
all the assurances given to us concerning ultimate withdrawal. But
at the same time I must know what is going on and I asked Neville
to do it casually and informally while discussing other matters, in
connection with the conflicting reports in the press.
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your excellencies, lawbs and gentubikn,—If any of you have
been alpinists or mountaineers you will understand a little how I fee!
to-day, for you will have known the exhilaration of reaching some
long-hoped-for height at sunrise and of gazing through new eyes and
under new auspices at the scene which lies about you. I think of
sunrise in this connection because your beautiful fifltioftyl emblem
has turned my thoughts to those alpine dawns experienced in bygone
days. The scene and the auspices indeed are new since my la*
visit to Japan nearly thirty years ago. The vantage point is u
abiy one of the highest in the gift of my Gk>vc*na*m, and

